and handicaps, both natural and man-made, we are earnestly and
sincerely going ahead with plans for the development of our agricul-
ture and industry, and with creating the necessary climate for the
investment of indigenous and foreign capital in industrial concerns,
with the social objective of production and development.
With our steadfast faith in God and our democratic way of life,
by developing the wealth of our lands and waters, with the unity
and strength of our eighty million men and women, with the belief
that our liberty is worth more than our lives, and with the determi-
nation to resist all threats to our territorial integrity and our free-
dom of belief, we are striving to make our today better than our
yesterdays and our tomorrows better than today, in order to render
our due share in promoting the welfare of mankind.
But we have been out of step with the march of civilisation for
at least two centuries. Is it an easy task, do you think, to make up
for lost centuries in a few years or even a few decades?
No, it is not easy. Before everything else we must have peace. We
need it even more badly and desire it even more passionately than
you do. For we are just at the beginning of a new life and have
barely stepped across the threshold of freedom.
But immediate peace in the world does not depend on anything
that we in Asia can do. Immediate peace depends only on those
who can make immediate war. We in Asia can only hope and pray
that the leaders of world opinion will use their power and wisdom
not to add to the fears of an apprehensive world but to dispel those
fears. We are resolved, nevertheless, to make the greatest contribu-
tion we can, in our circumstances, to the maintenance of world peace;
and we know that our responsibility in this respect is to keep our
own house in order and to go ahead with the enormous task ahead
of us, of developing our resources and educating our people. This is
a long task but how else without international cooperation can we
give greater weight and substance to our contribution?
Without international cooperation there are few countries ia the
world that can substantially contribute to peace. Certainly no under-
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